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moreover, when the Bill was read in the House of Commons he managed to produce fresh evidence which went far to decide the issue. One of the Secretaries of State, Sir Harry Vane, had made notes at the King's secret council-table, and these Pym now read to the Commons. StrafFord was represented as saying to the King, " You have an army in Ireland to subdue this kingdom." Though the Scotch war was under discussion at the time and StrafFord was plainly referring to Scotland as " this kingdom,55 Pym succeeded in assuring his listeners that England was intended. Vane had a petty personal grudge against Strafford and was too vindictive to acquit him of the damning accusation of wishing to conquer England with an Irish army. Pym saw to it that the atmosphere did not cool before the day for voting arrived. On that day, April 21, two hundred and thirty members were absent, fearing to vote against Pym and equally fearing to vote against their consciences. One young man. Lord Digby, daringly made a passionate speech in StrafFord's defence. " Let every man lay his hand upon his heart and sadly consider what we are going to do with a breath, justice or murder.... Let every man purge his heart of all passions. . . . Away with personal animosities, away with all flatteries to the people, away with all fears, away with all such considerations, as that it is not fit for a Parliament, that one accused by it of treason should escape with life.55 But there were few present who could away with all these considerations. Fifty-nine members voted against the Bill of Attainder and two hundred and four in its favour, less than half the House if all had been present.